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May 15, 2026 PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SPOKANE TRIBAL BUSINESS COUNCIL'S STATEMENT REGARDING
VISHING SCAM

On May 12, 2026 the Spokane Tribe of Indians was the victim of a social engineering cyber
“vishing” scam which resulted in a loss of funds from one of the Tribe’s bank accounts.

A social engineering attack uses psychological manipulation to trick people into revealing
information or performing actions that compromise security. Attackers exploit human emotions
like trust, fear and urgency to “hack” the person and trick them into a vishing scam.

Tribal staff immediately secured the Tribe’s network and notified banking representatives. At
this time there is no evidence of external data loss or a compromised system.

The total amount of loss is currently under review, but the Tribe does not expect the loss of
funds to impact ongoing operations or upcoming distributions. Law enforcement agencies are
actively investigating this matter.
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